CORYPHIN^K	145
types, gives special interest to the coast of the south-eastern
United States, where it is the most conspicuous feature of the
vegetation." (Sargent.)
uses.—The wood of the Cabbage Palmetto is light, soft, and
pale brown in colour, and contains numerous hard fibro-vascular
bundles which make it difficult to work, the outer rim of the
stem, about 2 inches in thickness, being much lighter and softer.
The specific gravity of the absolutely dry wood is 0-4404, a
cubic foot weighing 27-45 pounds. In the Southern States the
trunks are used for wharf-piles; polished cross-sections of the
stem sometimes serve for the tops of small tables, and the wood
is largely manufactured into cases. From the sheaths of young
leaves the bristles of scrubbing-brushes, now often used in the
United States, are made in Florida in considerable quantities.
To obtain the fibre used in the manufacture, 3-4 feet of the top
of the tree, *the bud,' as it is technically called, consisting of
the closely imbricating young leaf-stalks, is cut off and trimmed
d^wn to a diameter of about 8 inches- In this form the bud is
received at the factory, where the soft edible core, consisting of
the youngest leaves, is removed, leaving a cylinder with walls
about 3 inches in thickness. This is boiled and shredded by
machinery specially devised for the purpose, and when the fibre
is dried, it is ready for the brush-maker. One factory in
Jacksonville, Florida, used (1896) weekly 7,500 buds obtained
chiefly from the west coast of the peninsula. As only young
and healthy trees are used, and as the removal of the bud kills
the tree, the industry is a wasteful and expensive one, destined
to exterminate the Palmetto. Its existence is also threatened
by the use for culinary purposes of the cabEage, or terminal
bud, which is considered a great delicacy by the negroes of the
Southern States of K. America.
Sleeping mats are made from the young leaves, and hats
from the inner portion of the young leaves. They are said to
be very cheap and durable. From the same material fancy
baskets are made, also rope of the young leaves split and twisted,
historical note.—The Cabbage Palmetto has played an
important part in the history of South Carolina. On June 28,
177$, a force of less than one hundred Carolinians, under
the command of Moultrle, protected by the rude fortification on
Sullivan's Island in Charleston Harbour, made of the trunks of

